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Ramesh Chennithala @chennithala
Some memories become more vivid with time. At Veer Bhumi this morning, I remembered Rajiv ji not only 
as a Prime Minister and a leader, but as someone whose affection and guidance I was fortunate to receive 
closely in my years with the NSUI and Youth Congress, and later in Parliament. He taught us to look to-
wards tomorrow with confidence. Remembering Rajiv ji today with gratitude, affection and respect.
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CIAL cargo movement 
surges with Onam demand
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Onam season has brought 
a surge in cargo exports 
through the Cochin Interna-
tional Airport (CIAL). A total 
of  1,678 metric tonnes of  cargo, 
including 1,173 MT of  perisha-
bles, are expected to be handled 
through scheduled flight serv-
ices between August 17 and 23. 

Seasonal demand for fresh 
produce and other commodi-
ties associated with the Onam 
market has driven the move-
ment. The perishable cargo 
comprisises banana, small on-

ion, beans, tury, drumstick, tin-
dly, papaya, snake gourd, green 
mango and banana leaves. The 
volume is expected to rise fur-
ther during the peak Onam pe-
riod, with 260 MT on August 20, 
and 300 MT each on August 21 
and 22, followed by an expected 
200 MT on August 23.

In addition to scheduled pas-
senger flights carrying cargo, 
non-scheduled freighter serv-
ices operated by National Air-
lines and IndiGo are also used. 
These freighter services have 
been operating from Kochi to 
West Asia sectors.

‘Street Dawa’ inspires live debates on 
Islam propagation and secularism
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

THE Street Dawa (Islamic prop-
agation), conducted by Un-
masking Anomalies (UA), a 
group of  youngsters, at the 
beach here has ignited a discus-
sion on the modalities of  reli-
gious propagation in a pluralist 
society and whether such a 
practice has any prior model in 
Islam.

The activists of  the UA as-
sembled at the beach and spoke 
to different segments of  people 

after seeking their permission 
to engage in a dialogue on reli-
gion. Issues such as the exist-
ence of  God and the fruitful-
ness of  prayers were some of  
the topics that came up for 
discussion. 

“We don’t know why it has 
become a controversy. These 
types of  public reaction pro-
grammes have been going on 
social media, and atheists, who 
criticise us, also conducted 
similar interactions in connec-
tion with their programmes,” 
said C P Abdulla Basil, a mem-

ber of  the UA team. “We vide-
ographed only those who gave 
us permission,” he said.

Basil discounted the criti-
cism that such programmes 
will adversely affect the fabric 
of  secular society. “Secularism 
includes religions too. Such in-
teractions will help in clearing 
misunderstandings about reli-
gions,” he added. “We can dis-
cuss the ideological differences 
in the interactions but the posi-
tion that such dialogues should 
not be allowed is unaccepta-
ble,” Basil said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

South states need more 
cooperation, says Vijay
Chennai: Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay on Thursday called for 
greater cooperation among the 
southern states in building 
common economic and 
infrastructure networks, pitching 
the proposed Bengaluru Metro 
extension to Hosur as a model for 
inter-state development. He was 
addressing the 31st meeting of 
the Southern Zonal Council 
chaired by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah at Kovalam. “Such an 
integrated approach would reduce 
the cost of doing business, attract 
investment and spread industrial 
growth to smaller towns,” he said. 

Pastor sentenced to 
death 4 times for sexual 

assault of 4 minors
Tirunelveli: A 47-year-old pastor 

was sentenced to death four 
times by the Special Court for 

Pocso Act cases in Tirunelveli on 
Thursday for sexually assaulting 

four minor girls in 2022. The 
convict, Abraham, is from a 

village in Tirunelveli. The 
prosecution said he sexually 

assaulted the girls, following 
which the Tirunelveli rural police 

registered a case. He was arrested 
and a charge sheet was filed. 
Special court judge K Suresh 

Kumar also imposed a fine of 
C52,000 on Abraham.

KMRL seeks name change 
to Keralam Metro Rail Ltd
City-centric name does not suit company’s operations, says MD

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

KOCHI Metro Rail Ltd (KMRL) 
has submitted a recommenda-
tion to the government to re-
name the company Keralam 
Metro Rail Ltd. KMRL MD 
Loknath Behera has submitted 
a recommendation to the gov-
ernment seeking in-principle 
approval for the proposed 
change.  The move is aimed at 
enabling the company to plan 
and implement urban trans-
port projects across the state, 
beyond its metro operations. 

KMRL has completed the 
first phase from Aluva to Tripu-
nithura and is operating at a 
profit. The second phase from 
JLN Stadium to Smart City will 
be completed in a year, said 
Behera. 

“Apart from this, KMRL is 
also undertaking and imple-
menting Kochi Water Metro 
and Electric Mobility projects. 
KMRL is also responsible for 
the Thiruvananthapuram and 
Kozhikode metro projects. The 
new name, Keralam Metro Rail, 
was proposed as the city-cen-
tric name is not suitable for the 
company’s current and future 

wide range of  operations.” 
KMRL’s proposal follows the 

national model of  reorganising 
Nagpur Metro as ‘Maharashtra 
Metro’, Lucknow Metro as ‘Ut-
tar Pradesh Metro’  and 
Ahmedabad Metro as ‘Gujarat 
Metro’. The proposed name 

change will first require the 
government’s approval. The fi-
nal name change will be imple-
mented subject to the approvals 
of  the board of  directors, share-
holders, the Union Ministry of  
Corporate Affairs and the Cen-
tral Government.

The name change will not af-
fect the current assets, liabili-
ties, contracts, employees, and 
legal existence of  KMRL. 

Tragic end to a tale marred by familial brutality
B I J U  E  P A U L  @ Alappuzha

ONLY a few people gathered at 
Madapurackal Paditathil house 
near Kannukalipalam in Karu-
vatta panchayat when the am-
bulance carrying the body of  
65-year-old Sivankutty Chetti-
yar arrived on Thursday. Rela-
tives carried the body into the 
rented house, where it was kept 
for around 20 minutes.

After brief  rituals, the body 
was taken to the mobile gas cre-
matorium set up on the plot 
Sivankutty, who was allegedly 
murdered by his granddaugh-
ter, had purchased to build 
houses for his daughters, locat-
ed close to his existing house. 
Following rituals, his elder 
daughter lit the pyre. 

“His final journey is taking 
place at the land he purchased 
to build houses for his daugh-
ters,” said Murukan, a relative 
who came from Paravoor in 
Kollam to attend the funeral.

Sivankutty and his family 
had lived in a small house on 
three cents of  land at Paravoor. 
After his daughters got mar-
ried, he wanted to build houses 
for them. One daughter worked 
at a private shop in Kollam af-
ter completing her studies and 
later secured a job in Dubai.

His younger daughter was 
married but later separated 
from her husband after the 
birth of  her daughter, who is 

now an accused in the murder 
case. She subsequently moved 
to the Gulf. Initially, she had 
planned to take the girl with 
her, but her low salary forced 
her to leave the child with her 
parents, Murukan said.

Five years ago, the younger 
daughter moved to the Gulf, 
while the family continued to 
l ive in Paravoor.  Later, 
Sivankutty and his family de-
cided to purchase land and con-
struct houses for his daughters. 
They found a plot at Karuvatta 
at a reasonable price.

“The land is around one kilo-
metre from NH 66 and has easy 
access to the highway, which 
was convenient for both daugh-

ters. So they purchased the 
land and started construction. 
One house has almost been 
completed and the foundation 
for another was laid. But 
Sivankutty could not live to see 
his daughters lead a good life in 
those houses,” Murukan said.

Rugmini, the former owner 
of  the property, said the family 
maintained a very private life 
after moving to Karuvatta.

“Sivankutty came to Karu-
vatta around a year ago for the 
construction of  the house. He 
was a lean and soft-spoken per-
son who rarely spoke to others. 
However, he used to distribute 
drinking water and tea to the 
workers engaged in the con-

struction of  the house.” His 
wife Saraswathy worked as a 
daily-wage worker at hotels 
and other establishments. “She 
would leave for work early in 
the morning and return in the 
evening. So the family had very 
little interaction with the 
neighbours,” Rugmini said.

Recalling the events leading 
to his murder, Rugmini said the 
girl reached her friend’s house 
on Monday and informed her 
that the house was locked from 
inside and her grandfather was 
not responding to calls. 

“I asked her to inform Joshi-
lal, a neighbour. He later ar-
rived, and with the help of  con-
struction workers, the grill of  
the  house  was  opened. 
Sivankutty was found lying on 
the floor,” Rugmini said.

Haripad block panchayat 
president and Karuvatta divi-
sion member Nadhan V K said 
the girl appeared cool initially.

“When the workers were 
opening the house, she made a 
video call to her maternal aunt, 
who is in the Gulf, and in-
formed her of  the incident. She 
tried her best to convince the 
investigators that someone else 
had committed the murder.” 

Police have arrested the girl 
and a teenager in connection 
with the murder. The probe is 
under way, with the police fo-
cusing on the circumstances 
and the alleged motive.

�Non-Motorised Transport 
(NMT): Urban renewal initiatives 
adding footpaths, cycle tracks, 
and last-mile bicycle sharing 
near metro stations.

�Feeder taxis and buses: KMRL 
has started feeder buses/taxis/
autorickshaws, preferably 
electric or CNG, at some metro 
stations to operate an 
environment-friendly 
transportation system for the 
city. KMRL has also planned a 
Public Bike Sharing (PBS) 
scheme as a pilot project with 4 
docking stations having 7  
cycles each

Key projects and status

� Phase I and extensions: Fully 
operational, including the final 
extension to Tripunithura, 
inaugurated in March 2024

�Phase II (JLN Stadium to 
Infopark via Kakkanad): An 
ongoing 10.58-km elevated 
corridor with 10 stations; 
targeted for commercial 
commissioning by August 2027

�Kochi Water Metro: An 
integrated water transport 
system linking islands and 
urban areas around Kochi 
using eco-friendly hybrid boats

Preparations for the cremation in progress near the foundation of the new house 
being built for Sivankutty’s younger daughter at Karuvatta |  EXPRESS

ENTERTAINMENT SOCIETY OF GOA
Maquinez Palace, Old GMC Precinct, 

Campal, Panaji-Goa.
Ph no: 0832-2428111 Email: info@esg.co.in

The Entertainment Society of Goa, Panaji - Goa  
invites Tenders for the below mentioned 
work for 57th International Film Festival 
of India 2026 (IFFI 2026) scheduled from  
20th to 28th November, 2026.

E-TENDER
1.  Appointment of Air Travel Agency for the  

Entertainment Society of Goa (ESG) and for the  
57th, 58th and 59th International Film Festival of 
India (IFFI), for a period of three years.

2.  Appointment of Vehicle Operator for the  
Entertainment Society of Goa (ESG) and for the  
57th, 58th and 59th International Film Festival of 
India (IFFI), for a period of three years.

3. Supply of printing works for 57th IFFI 2026.
4.  Appointment of Vendor for the Work of Designing 

and Supply of Tote Bags, Merchandise, Mementos, 
Lanyard and Souvenirs for 57th IFFI 2026.

For detailed Advertisment visit:- www.esg.co.in

Chief Executive Officer
 Entertainment Society of Goa

Ref no: ESG/PR/57IFFI2026/Advt/14333 Date: 20/08/2026

�������������


